104        Some Neglected Aspects oj War
of possible war arising, God has given us a conscience, with revealed data, and necessary faculties for decision; I, therefore, should no more expect enlightenment as to His judgment upon the case, by recourse to War, than I should by tossing a penny. The one method no more than the other has the sanction of His Word; indeed the casting of the lot has the greater, though insufficient, sanction. The last instance of resort to this means,x in order to ascertain God's will, preceded the giving of the Holy Ghost.
War is the employment of force for the attainment of an object, or for the prevention of an injury. If the object be wrong, the action is also wrong; here is no question. But how if the object be right? Does our Lord, do His Apostles, by act or by word, teach or imply that it is wrong to use force to attain a righteous end? By their teaching, is such use of force always the doing evil that good may come ?
I think not; personally, I am sure not. Non-resistance to evil is one of the leading traits of our Lord's character; the fact emphasizes the significance of His use of force, not on His own behalf,
1 Acts i, 24 - 26.